
Notes on Altmann Bible: 
 
 In the early 2000s, Christopher Altmann, a member of the Stone Family Reunion saw a printed 
advertisement  for a family Bible by an antique shop in Owego, NY.  The Bible was advertised as being a 
Stone Family Bible.  Chris looked at the Bible and determined that it was almost certainly genuine and 
purchased it for its historical significance.  On 3/15/2012 Chris, and his wife Kim, now of East Meredith, 
NY, donated the Bible to the Stone Family Reunion.  The Bible has inscribed family birth, marriage, and 
death dates.  It also has several newspaper clippings and some artful signatures that appear to be 
calligraphy-like penmanship exercises.  
 
Preliminary indications are that the Bible belonged to Amy Stone Bradshaw (1815-1903), daughter of 
Judson Stone (1792-1871) and Polly Turrell (1795-1855).  Amy was living with her youngest daughter, 
Vesta and Wellington Ball and their children in the 1900 census.  It is initially presumed that the Bible 
came into Vesta and Wellington’s hands in 1903 at Amy’s death.  The final entries in the Bible indicate 
that it may have passed to Vesta’s eldest daughter Flora at Vesta’s death in 1916.  Flora subsequently 
married James Brainard, but they had no children.  There are four Bible entries after Flora’s 1941 death, 
but it is not known who the Bible passed to or where it was located for the next 60+ years. 
 
The Bible title page indicates: 
 

Cooperstown, NY 
Published by H. & E. Phinney 

Buffalo- F.W. Breed 
1848 

 
The order of hand-written entries is as follows: 
 
Family Marriages: (all on one page, presumed to be in handwriting of Amy Stone Bradshaw) 
 
Judson Stone to Polly Turrell  Jan 15, 1815 
     
Children 
Amy to John Bradshaw   Feb 19, 1835 
Urania to W.C. Handrick   Jan 2, 1837 
Julia to Alanson B. Butterfield  Nov 12, 1839 
Sophronia to Frederick Dayton  Sept 22, 1845 
Ammarillus to Geo. B. Johnson  Oct 3, 1850 
Ellen to Jere Hosford   Sept 25, 1854 
 
Children of    John & Amy Bradshaw 
Flora to Carr Watson   Nov 14, 1862 
Salmon to Arleta Granger  Nov 23, 1869 
Myron to Charlotte Stone  Nov 16, 1869 
Judson to Charlotte A. Baker  June 27 1866 
Ammarillus to Byron C. Handrick Nov 23, 1869 
Vesta Anette to Wellie E.Ball  Sept 10, 1879 
John Miner to Mary O. Stone  Oct 26, 1876 



Salmon (2nd time)  to Vistinna Clark Feb 1877 
Judson (2nd time) to Edith Tiffany April 19, 1899 
 
Family Births: 
 
Judson Stone  Aug 27, 1792   
Polly Turrell   Dec 17, 1795 
 
Children 
Amy Stone  Dec 29, 1815 
Urania   Oct 7, 1818 
Julia   Nov 26, 1820 
Lunia   Aug 28, 1823 
Sophronia  Aug 23, 1827 
Ammarillus  Sept 9, 1829 
Canfield  June 20, 1832 
Ellen   Oct 6, 1837   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notes:  All of the entries in the left column are 
written in one hand and presumed to be by 
Amy Stone. All of the entries in right column 
down to “marriages” are in a different hand and 
presumed to be by Vesta Bradshaw.  The 
“marriages” (lower right) may have been 
entered by Flora Ball and the dates are not 
totally in agreement with other records. 

Wellington Eugene Ball  Dec 8, 1855 
Vesta Annette Bradshaw Feb 3, 1857 
 
Children 
Frank Judson   April 10,1880 
Flora Louise   Aug 19, 1881 
Amy Frances   March 13, 1883 
John Edward   July 18,1884 
Ida Annette   Nov 10, 1886 
Rilla Edith   Mar 28, 1889 
Agnes Arline   Dec 3, 1890 
Marshall Salmon  Feb 10,1893 
Clayton Myron   Dec 27, 1894 
 
Marriages 
Frank Judson to Jennie Royce (illegible) 
Amy Francis to Edward Birchard March 1906 
John Edward to Cora Brink June 1907 
Ida Annette to George Dayton May 19, 1913 
Marshall S. to Maude Congdon May 15, 1915 
Clayton M. to Edith May Hughes  May 1, 1918 
Flora S. to James Brainard Nov 28, 1921 
  
 
 

 
 
Family Births:  (all on one page, presumed to be in handwriting of Amy Stone) 
 
John Bradshaw  Mar 28, 1809 
Amy Stone  Dec 29, 1815 
 
Children 
Flora Bradshaw  March 29, 1837 
Salmon Bradshaw Feb 17, 1839 
Myron Bradshaw Oct 13, 1840 
Ammarillus Bradshaw March 21, 1848 
Judson Bradshaw May 13, 1845 
John Miner “  Aug 17, 1851 
Amy Polly Bradshaw Aug 15, 1853 
Vesta Annette “  Feb 3, 1857 



Family Deaths:  (several different handwritings) 
 
Judson Stone  June 22, 1871 
Polly   July 17, 1855 
 
children 
Lunia Stone  Oct. 16, 1854 
Sophronia Dayton Sept 18, 1886 
Urania Handrick  Mar 17, 1896 
Canfield Stone  Feb 8, 1836 
Amarilla Johnson Mar 13, 1898 
Julia Butterfield  Apil 13, 1899 
Ida Dayton   
Flora Brainard 
Edward Ball 
Maude M. Ball 
 
 
 

John Bradshaw  June 15, 1884 
Amy Bradshaw  May 6, 1903 
 
children 
John Miner  Jan 4, 1882 
Amy Polly  Oct 7, 1857 
 
 
Arletta.  Salmon’s wife Feb 22, 1876 
Mary O. John’s wife May 15, 1879 
Bertie.  John’s son Dec 27, 1879 
Arline Ball  Aug 20, 1897 
Charlotte A.  Dec 24, 1897 
Myron Bradshaw Oct 13, 1913 
Vesta A.  Jan 9, 1916 
Vestinnia. Salmon’s wife  Aug 18, ‘16 
 

 
Calligraphy (penmanship) signatures in the Bible –  
 
These four pieces of paper were found with the news clippings slipped between pages of the Bible.  
They are inked, very artistic and fancy, written words or signatures.  The word “penman” appears 
following each of the signatures. 
 
“Crittendens College”  ( There was a Crittenden’s Commercial College in Philadelphia, PA and they                
taught “penmanship” as a part of their curriculum) 
 
“Thomas J. Stewart”  (does not appear in Stone database) 
 
“Mr. John Bradshaw” (not likely JB b 1809, more likely JMB b 1851) 
 
 
Newspaper clippings- 

• Arlene Esther Ball (dau. of Marshall S. Ball of Vestal Rd.) marries Charles Johnson (son of W.R. 
Johnson, Park Avenue)  (undated, but unrelated photo) Arlene is dau of Marshall Soloman Ball, 
who is son of Wellington and Vesta Bradshaw Ball, Arlene’s marriage circa 1938 

• Edwin Stone Butterfield died 7 Dec 1897 died at his old home and birthplace in South Montrose.  
He was a lawyer and Yale graduate.  His mother was Julia Stone and father Alanson Butterfield. 

• Mrs. Charlotte A. Bradshaw, wife of Judson Bradshaw died 12/24/1897 aged 50 years.  Died in 
Luzerne County. 

• Mary C. Bradshaw Warner, born Stevensville, PA 26 Aug. 1849, died Towanda 18 March, 1908.  
Details on Warner children included. 

• Photo-(no name- hand penciled 1 June 1911) (determined to be Wellington E. Ball)- nephews 
Floyd Ball, Clayon Handrick, John Handrick, Fred Clark, Wellington Bradshaw, burial at 
Birchardville.  Initial portion of article is missing. 



• Mrs. George Gage of Apalachin, dau. of George Johnson and Mrs. Lafayette Minkler of Little 
Meadows, PA. (penciled March 1898) 

• Mrs. George Johnson of Great Bend.  Interred at “ the beautiful cemetery, near her former 
home, known as Stone’s Cemetery, in Forest Lake, and where many of her father’s family are 
gathered.” (undated, but same paper as Mrs. George Gage) This is actually Amarilla Stone 

• Mr. George Billings died in Rush 16 April 1897.  Interred Birchardville, leaves widow and 
daughter Mrs. Harvey Edwards. 

 
Possible Bible Timeline- 
 
1815 – Amy Stone born 
1835 - marries John Bradshaw 
1837-1857 – Amy and John’s eight children born 
1848- date Bible was published, records the dates of her parents and children’s births in Bible 
1857 – last Bible entry for births 
1897 – newsclipping about Amy’s nephew Edwin Butterfield 
1897 – newsclipping about Amy’s niece Charlotte A. Bradshaw 
1898 - newsclipping about  Amy’s sister’s death 
1898 - newsclipping about  Mrs. George Gage, Amy’s niece 
1903 - Amy Stone Bradshaw died, assume Vesta has Bible because Amy lived with Vesta and Wellington  
1908 – newsclipping about Mary C. Bradshaw Warner, relationship not known (not in Stone database) 
1911 – newsclipping, Wellington E. Ball dies 
1916 – Vesta Annette Bradshaw Ball dies 
1921 – Eldest daughter Flora marries James Brainard (no children) (last marriage entry in Bible) 
1938 – Arlene Ball, Vesta’s granddaughter,  Flora’s niece, marries Charles Johnson 
1941 – Flora Ball Brainard dies 
1943 – Last four entries in Bible under deaths, all same handwriting, Ida Dayton, Flora (Ball) Brainard, 
Edward Ball, Maude M. Ball (2/2/1943) (MMB was Flora’s sister in law)(Edward was Flora’s brother), Ida 
was Flora’s sister)  Who wrote this??? 
 
Where was the Bible for the next 60+ years? 
 
 
 
  



 







 


